MARY VOGEL

Greening Downtown Greens

WITH THE RAPID RISE IN THE
poPULARITY of the LEED mting
system for measuring a building’s
degraz of “greenness,” downtowns
are becoming more healthful places
in which to live and work. lronically,
a building may now be greener
than the site it sits on—espedially if
that site is conventionally land-
scaped. By mimicking nature to
capture stormwater and by provid-
ing habitat for native pollinators and
ather wildlife, building sites and
parks could strive 1o be as green as
their buildings—saven downtown.
What better place to reach a maxi-
mum number of people about the
need for a new approach o green
space. The following looks at what
fthree cities are doing to put more

green in green urbanism downtown.

New York City

Teardrop Park in New York City's Bat-
tery Park ity offers & good example
of green space that reflects the new
environmentally responsible ethic in
rabuilding cities. The park is located
two blocks from the World Trade
Centar site, on River Termce between
Warren and Murmy streets. The
name was picked prior to 9/ and
was inspired by the amorphous
shape of the site, roughly that of a
teardrop. (See “Teardmp Park,” page
82, July 2004.)

A sancium evoking a glen in the
Catskills Mountains region, Teardrop
Park gives people who live in one
of the most urbanized places on
garth a connection fo nature. There
are nearly 17,000 plants and frses
nativa to New Yark State; rock for-
mations have been created from
1,900 tons of bluestone, ganite,
limestone, and fossil stones that
have besn painstakingly tansported
to the city from Albany, Ulster, and
Washington counties upstate; and
there is a z7-foot-high, 168-foot-long
wall, constructed of natural slabs of

Teardvop Parkin New York City's

Battery Park City, two blocks from the

World Trade Center site, connects
residents in a highly urbanizad area
to nature. It includes nearly 17,000
plants, fvees, and rock formations
native to the state.

jagged Hamilton bluestone. Mimick-
ing the tactonic geology of the
Hudson River Valley, this “ice wall”
uses the stormwater from the first
LEED gold residential high rise, the
Solaire, to create dripping surfaces
in the summer that change into a
wall of ice sculphires in the winter.
In addition, the park uses the
Solaire’s freated wastewater o
maintain the landscape.

All private developers in Batery
Park City must follow Battery Park
City Authority’s (BPCA's) environ-
mental guidalines for both residen-
tial and commercial buildings.
Based on the LEED rafing system,
the guidalines required to be ful-
filled are equivalent to what is
needed for the LEED gold level.
BPCA designed and created
Teardrop Park based on these envi-
ronmental guidelines and other
sustainable principles spacific to
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open space. As the guidelines
require of all BPC's parks, Teardrop
Park is maintained using organic
fertilizers and nonchemical pest
control practices, Much effort has
been put into gatting the right sail
and plant balance to fadilitate the
organic maintenance.

At a cost of $17 million, Teardrop
Park succeeds in using the water
from the neighboring green build-
ing, atiracting pollinators, and edu-
cating visitors about nature. To be
green, however, downtown graen
space does not need to be so
materially or financially resource

intensive as Teardrop Paric In fact,
some of the gresnest landscaped
spaces cost less o build and main-
tain than conventional landscapss
while saving on other cosis such as
stormwater fees, watering, mowing,
and other maintenance.

Chicago

Like Mew York’s Batiery Park City
Authority, Chicago also has require
ments that are leading to greener
gr=2an space in its downtown revital-
fzation—and in the entire city. As of
2005, betwesn 154 and 200 munici-
pal and private green roofs totaling

JANUARY 2006

Some cities are striving

to make their building sites
and parks as “green” as
their buildings.
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